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Introduction 

In 1995, legislation established the Protective Body Armor Fund to be administered by the 

Department of State Police to assist local law enforcement agencies to (i) acquire protective body 

armor for each police officer of the local law enforcement agency; and (ii) replace protective 

body armor at least every 10 years, or sooner if testing indicates a need for replacement.1  

Chapter 462 of 2005 authorized the Department of State Police to distribute money from the 

Protective Body Armor Fund to the Division of Parole and Probation (in the Department of 

Public Safety and Correctional Services) for the acquisition of protective body armor for its 

agents.2 This allocation was permissible only after required and permitted allocations were made 

to eligible local law enforcement agencies.3  

House Bill 325 (2006), Department of State Police - Protective Body Armor Fund - Transfer to 

the Governor’s Office of Crime Control Control and Prevention, transferred the administration 

of the Protective Body Armor Fund from the Department of State Police to the Governor’s 

Office of Crime Control and Prevention (Office), effective July 1, 2006. Pursuant to § 4-107 of 

the Public Safety Article, the Office shall submit a report to the Governor and General Assembly 

by September 1 of each year as it relates to: 

1. The distribution of money under this subtitle; and 

2. The ratio of protective body armor to police officers in each local jurisdiction of the State 

that applied for money from the Protective Body Armor Fund.  

  

                                                           
1 Maryland General Assembly. (2006). House Bill 325 (2006), Department of State Police - Protective Body Armor 

Fund - Transfer to the Governor's Office of Crime Control and Prevention.  
2 Department of Legislative Services. (2006). House Bill 325 (2006). Department of State Police  - Protective Body 

Armor Fund - Transfer to the Governor's Office of Crime Control and Prevention (Fiscal and Policy Note).  
3 Ibid. 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2006rs/bills/hb/hb0325t.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2006rs/bills/hb/hb0325t.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2006rs/fnotes/bil_0005/hb0325.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2006rs/fnotes/bil_0005/hb0325.pdf
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Overview 

In 2006, House Bill 325 transferred the functions, powers, duties, assets, and liabilities of the 

Protective Body Armor Fund to the Office to administer program funds. Through its program, 

funds are available to local law enforcement agencies of any county and incorporated city or 

town, to include Baltimore City. Once funds are allocated to local law enforcement agencies, and 

if remaining funds exist, such funds may be distributed to the Division of Parole and Probation.4 

The primary purpose of this program is to protect the lives of law enforcement officers with 

Protective Body Armor or Stab Resistant Vests. Funds are used to assist law enforcement 

agencies procure protective body armor for their officers and replace protective body armor if 

testing or age indicates a need for replacement. Protective body armor means a vest or similar 

article that is designed to be worn to protect against blunt force trauma associated with the 

impact of a firearm projectile and manufactured of bullet resistant fabric that conforms to 

National Institute of Justice Standard 0101.06 (or the current edition) and V-50 ballistic testing 

requirements.5 

To receive assistance from the Protective Body Armor Fund, law enforcement agencies must 

first expend funds from its own source to acquire or replace protective body armor. The amount 

agencies spend from their own source must be at least equal to the amount awarded from the 

Protective Body Armor Fund. Such funds may only be used as an addition to, and may not be 

substituted for, funds appropriated from sources other than the Protective Body Armor Fund, 

also known as the Body Armor for Law Enforcement (BARM) grant program.  

In accordance with § 4-103(b) of the Public Safety Article, law enforcement agencies must 

provide the following information in order to apply for the Protective Body Armor Fund through 

BARM  (as illustrated below): 

1. The number of violent crime incidents committed within the jurisdiction of the local law 

enforcement agency for the last 2 years; 

2. The current number of sworn officers; 

3. The current number of sworn officers not assigned protective body armor; 

4. The number and age of protective body armor units currently in use by the local law 

enforcement agency; 

5. The number of protective body armor units requested; 

a. For officers not currently assigned protective body armor; and 

                                                           
4 As outlined in § 4-102 of the Public Safety Article, the purpose of the Protective Body Armor Fund is to “(1) assist 

local law enforcement agencies to: (i) acquire protective body armor for each police officer of the local law 

enforcement agency; and (ii) replace protective body armor at least every 10 years, or sooner if testing indicates a 

need for replacement; and (2) upon the fulfilment of the purposes specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection, to 

assist the Division of Parole and Probation of the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services to acquire 

protective body armor for its agents with the remainder of the funds.” 
5 Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention (2019). FY 2020 Body Armor (BARM) Grant Notice of 

Funding Availability.  

http://goccp.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/FY2020-BARM-NOFA.pdf
http://goccp.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/FY2020-BARM-NOFA.pdf


 

Page 5 

b. For officers assigned protective body armor in need of replacement due to age or 

wear; 

6. The regulation of the local law enforcement agency that relates to the use of protective 

body armor; 

7. The local law enforcement agency’s budget request for supplies and equipment for the 

current and last 2 fiscal years; and 

8. Any other information that the Office considers necessary to make grants for protective 

body armor.   
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Distribution of Protective Body Armor Fund Awards 

Ballistic-resistant body armor has been widely available for law enforcement personnel for more 

than 30 years. The dramatic reduction in officer homicides following the introduction of body 

armor attests to the protection it provides. The success stories extend far beyond just protection 

from handguns. More than 3,000 lives have been spared, including cases in which body armor 

prevented serious injuries to officers from other types of assaults or accidents.6 Given its 

effective use to protect against injury, law enforcement agencies are eager to procure protective 

body armor for its officers. Unfortunately, many local law enforcement agencies struggle with 

the financial burden associated with its economy. This is especially true for small agencies 

staffed with only a few officers and a chief. These small agencies are often challenged by the 

50% cash match which is required by the BARM grant program to purchase protective body 

armor. Regardless of its financial burden, each agency understands the value and significance of 

protective body armor for its officers, as well as the consequence and lack of protection for those 

officers without protective body armor. Because of this, local law enforcement agencies, both big 

and small, strive to provide the 50% cash match to protect its officers. In FY 2019, the Office 

awarded $48,884.00 from the BARM grant program, to 10 local law enforcement agencies 

within eight counties, for the combined purchase of 91 body armor vests (as illustrated below).  

County Agency 
Award 

Amount 

Number of 

Vests Awarded 

Number of Vests 

Requested 

Allegany Frostburg City Police Department $1,194 3 16 

Baltimore City  Baltimore Police Department  $15,600 23 225 

Baltimore City  
University of Baltimore Police 

Department  
$2,670 3 7 

Cecil 
Cecil County Sheriff’s Office Law 

Enforcement Facility  
$1,904 2 22 

Frederick  Frederick County Sheriff’s Office  $2,705 6 28 

Kent* Chestertown Police Department  $2,260 2* 4 

Prince George’s  Hyattsville City Police Department  $8,780 10 41 

Wicomico Wicomico County Sheriff’s Office  $2,590 7 10 

Wicomico  Salisbury Police Department  $3,380 10 30 

Worcester Ocean City Police Department  $7,801 25 25 

 TOTALS $48,884.00 91 408 

*The initial budget for the Chestertown Police Department did not include a cash match. Because of this, and 

accounting for a cash match, grant funds allowed the agency to procure two vests, as opposed to the four requested 

                                                           
6 National Institute of Justice. Body Armor.  

https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/body-armor
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in the initial application.  

Ratio of Protective Body Armor to Police Officers 

In accordance with § 4-103 of the Public Safety Article, local law enforcement agencies that 

apply for funds under BARM must provide information to include the number of sworn officers, 

the number of vests awarded, and the ratio of body armor funded to sworn officers. These figures 

are captured in the illustration below. 

County 
Number of Sworn 

Officers 

Number of Vests 

Awarded 

Ratio of Body Armor 

Funded to Sworn Officers 

Allegany 13 3 23.07% 

Baltimore City   2,526 26 10.29% 

Cecil 99 2 2.02% 

Frederick  186 6 3.22% 

Kent  14 2 14.28% 

Prince George’s  37 10 27.02% 

Wicomico 184 17 9.23% 

Worcester 106 25 23.58% 

 

Conclusion 

The Office recognizes the importance of BARM grant funds for officer safety throughout 

Maryland, and was pleased to provide $48,884.00 in funding for 91 body armor vests.  
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Notice of Funding Availability 

The FY 2020 Body Armor (BARM) Grant Notice of Funding Availability is illustrated below and 

on the following pages. 

 

 



 

Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 10 

 

 

 



 

Page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 16 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 17 

 


